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Problem

Overcrowding Safety Net Maternal 
Mortality
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Sociodemographic 
Factors

• Young Maternal Age
• Region of US
• Single
• Public Insurance

Health-Related 
Characteristics

• Asthma
• Obesity
• Hypertension
• Pre-pregnancy 

Diabetes
• Gestational 

Diabetes

Health Behaviors
• Smoking
• Drug use
• Intermediate/Inadeq

uate Prenatal Care
• Delayed Entry into 

Prenatal Care

Current Literature

Rates of emergency department use during pregnancy 20% to 49%
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Purpose

To describe individual factors 
(i.e., sociodemographic 
factors, health-related 
characteristics, health 
behaviors) associated with 
emergency department use 
among pregnant women. 
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Variables of Interest

• Maternal Age
• Race/Ethnicity
• Insurance Status
• Marital Status

Sociodemographic 
Factors

• Gravidity and Parity
• Pre-pregnancy BMI
• Pre-pregnancy Diabetes
• Pre-pregnancy Hypertension

Health-Related 
Characteristics

• Smoking Status
• Illicit Drug Use
• Prenatal Care Adequacy

Health 
Behaviors
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Methodology

Setting
• Academic heath center in Northern California

Sample

• Women, age18 and over
• Live birth from January 2015 thru December 2018

Data

• Secondary data analysis
• Electronic Medical Record
• CMQCC Maternal Data Center

Analytical 
Approach

• Descriptive Statistics
• Bivariate Analysis
• Logistic Regression
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Results (N=3,882)

• Maternal Age (Younger)
• Race/Ethnicity (Minority)
• Marital Status (Not Married)
• Insurance Status (Public)

Sociodemographic 
Factors

• Gravidity Parity (Higher)
• Pre-pregnancy BMI
• Pre-pregnancy Diabetes
• Pre-pregnancy Hypertension

Health-Related 
Characteristics

• Smoking Status (Current Smoker)
• Illicit Drug Screening (Positive)
• Prenatal Care Adequacy

Health Behaviors
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Discussion

Emergency 
Department 

Use

Race 
Ethnicity

Prenatal 
Care
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Discussion-Emergency Department Use

Lower Rate

Setting 

Patient flow
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Discussion- Race/Ethnicity

Minority 
Women

Pregnancy 
Disparities

Interventions

Policy
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Discussion-Prenatal Care

Not 
Associated

Prenatal 
Care 

Adequacy

Interaction 
Effect
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Questions
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